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Alternative Assets 
 

SEAN STEIN SMITH - MBA, CPA, CMA 

What do baseball cards, Beanie Babies, and gold have in 

common? They all fall under the realm of alternative assets, 

i.e., assets that are not stock, bonds, or traditional real estate. 

Alternative assets or alternative investments also include 

investments in infrastructure, private equity groups, or 

actually investing funds into individual businesses. But why 

are these alternative assets important, and what do they for 

you and your money?  

 

Alternative assets have generated such interest since the 

financial crisis for a few reasons. First, in the low interest rate 

environment that has prevailed since the recession, traditional 

investments in bonds and stocks have either generated lower 

overall returns, or been more risky. The run-up in the stock 

market notwithstanding, many people simply do not “trust” 

stocks the way they once did, and even if they own equities, 

they are looking for diversification. 

 

Another reason why alternative assets have risen in profile is, 

as equity markets and bond prices both rise, there are fewer 

and fewer opportunities to generate what is known is alpha. 

More on what that term means below, but basically the more 

alpha you can return, on a risk-adjusted basis, the better your 

investments are performing.  Last but not least, the release of 

the moratorium on hedge fund advertising should be 

interesting to watch.  

 

I was honored to be included on a panel of great speakers 

yesterday at the FDU alumni event, Reach Your Next Goal. 

Please find a portion of my presentation and Q&A session 

below:  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2qHICaJEpc 
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Contact - A Fresh Pair of Eyes 

Feel free to reach out with your 

comments/suggestions or questions. 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2qHICaJEpc


MONTH, YEAR  VOL # ISSUE # 
 

HEADLINE GOES HERE 
SUBHEAD GOES HERE  

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here.  

SUBHEAD GOES HERE  

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

SUBHEAD GOES HERE  

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

 

 

 

Delete box or place a caption here. 

Delete box or place 

 special news here,  

such as call-out text. 

 Consider including customer 

testimonials or information 

 about awards you’ve won. 

INVESTING TIP/DEFINITION 

SEAN STEIN SMITH - MBA, CPA, CMA 

Alternative Asset Investing 

 

Most people have heard of stocks and bonds, but there is 

virtually no limit on the types of investments that are 

available to you. Everything from collectible coins, real 

estate, stakes in local businesses, gold, Beanie Babies, and 

baseball cards all are viable options for those interested in 

alternative investments. Real estate is often cited as the most 

common alternative investment that qualifies as an alternative 

investment.  

 

Driven by a low-rate environment, and rising equity/bond 

prices that have eliminated most of the “easy money” in those 

asset classes, interest in alternative asset investing has risen 

significantly. While retail investors, (you and I), have often 

been able to gain exposure to alternative assets such as 

baseball card and collectible coins, some of the large types of 

alternative assets have eluded us due to the large initial 

investment required to participate in hedge funds.  

 

That is changing. Starting last week, hedge funds are now free 

to advertise their services like any other corporate entity. TV, 

radio, and print media are now all fair game for hedge fund 

advertisements. While still prohibited from striking deals with 

individuals who do not meet specific income and asset 

requirements, this will undoubtedly continue to fuel the 

interest of “getting in on” hedge funds and the investment 

options that they offer to their clients. 

 

What do you think? 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

   

 

 

 

Fresh Pair of Eyes Definition  

Alternative Asset - Non-traditional asset with potential 

economic value that would not be found in a standard 

investment portfolio.  
 

 
 

 

Are Alternative Assets for you? 

 
Let us know what you think, 

and it might become the topic of a 
blog post or follow up newsletter 

article. 
 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

What do you think? 
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Alpha 
 

 Alpha is a measure of performance on a risk-adjusted 

basis. It is calculated by taking the risk-adjusted return of the 

particular fund or asset class, and compareing it to its 

benchmark index – the S&P 500 is often used as a benchmark 

to measure against. Any excess return achieved over what was 

earned by the benchmark is referred to as alpha.  

 

 
  

 
 

   
 
 
 
   

 

Hedge Funds 
 

 While in the news frequently lately, most people do 

not know exactly what a hedge fund is. Legally organized as a 

partnership, hedge funds usually require large initial 

investments, and are more illiquid than traditional equity 

investments. That, however, is changing with the relaxation of 

rules regarding hedge funds' ability to advertise to prospective 

clients.  
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THE WEEK AHEAD 
Sean Stein Smith - MBA, CPA, CMA 

 
 It is always good to recap and to analyze what happened during the past week, which is what I strive to do via the weekly 

roundup podcast , this week replaced by the YouTube video of part of my presentation yesterday at FDU. In addition to analyzing 

what did happen, it is equally important to look forward to try to anticipate how the upcoming events of the week ahead could impact 

you and your money. That is the point of this column, which is broken down into domestic events, as well as the international events 

that could be of importance to your investments. 

 

Domestic  

Let us start our discussion with the news and economic activity that are 

on the agenda for the U.S. this week. 

The biggest economic news this week, as far as governmental data is 

concerned, will be the release of unemployment data in the form of 

nonfarm payrolls.  While not always an exact forecast of the coming 

unemployment data and job creation figures that follow it, this data is 

also good to keep an eye on.  

 

Some of the largest corporate news stories that could definitively impact 

the market and your investments are the evolving story involving JP 

Morgan and its multi-billion dollar fines, Blackberry going private,  the 

looming Twitter IPO, and the fact that Facebook is now trading at over 

$50 a share. 

 

Of course, there will be corporate news announced during the week as 

well, so keep your eyes open and check out the blog @ 

http://ssteinsmith.com/ for daily analysis! 

International  

A large story that could carry powerful economic implications with it 

was announced last week when the Chinese State Council announced the 

opening of a free trade zone in Shanghai. Touted as the most ambitious 

economic liberalization plan in the last several decades, this program 

holds great potential.  

Whether this economic plan is a result of international pressure for 

liberalization of the economy. or is a result of internal plans seeking 

diversification is irrelevant. It is definitely something to keep an eye on. 

 

 

What do you think? 

 

Let me know if these tips were 

helpful 

 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

Excel Tip - Formatting  
  

 Let’s play out the following scenario. Each 

week you receive an Excel file, auto-populated by the 

sales department that breaks out the products sold during 

the previous week. Unfortunately this massive file comes 

to you with no formatting in place, also known as CSV 

formatting. One of the first things to fix is usually column 

width so you can see everything accurately. Simply 

highlight the columns that need to be re-sized, at the top 

bar, and double click. Voila!  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Budget Tip -You Need to Track It 
  

 Setting up and following a budget is not a “set it 

and forget it” type of thing. It is less of an “event” and 

more of a change in mindset that requires constant 

monitoring. It is one thing to set up a budget template, 

schedule, and list of things to do regarding your budget, 

but the real key to staying on budget (no pun intended) is 

to make sure that you follow-up on your budgetary goals 

consistently. Set reminders and periodic goals to make 

you sure you stay on task.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 If you like the newsletter, you 

might also enjoy the book. "A Fresh Pair of 

Eyes - Finance for the Young Investor" is 

available on both Amazon and in the Kindle 

Store.  

 

http://www.amazon.com/Fresh-Pair-Eyes-
Finance-
Investor/dp/1490583637/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&
qid=1375640883&sr=8-

1&keywords=sean+stein+smith 

 

And my new book, "Personal Financial 

Planning," 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Fresh-Pair-Eyes-
Personal-
Financial/dp/1492308978/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8
&qid=1378653970&sr=8-
2&keywords=sean+stein+smith 

 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

 
ssteinsmith.com 

 

THE WEEKLY EDITION 
Feedback is Always Welcome! 

Feedback is the key to continuous improvement, so if there are any topics, themes, or stories you would like 

covered in the weekly newsletter, or if there is something you wish to know more about, please send an email to 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com.  

 

Thanks again for reading!  

 

Sean 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes 
Making Sense of Finance and 

Accounting 

 
 


