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BIG DATA 

Big Data is a catchword, phrase, and slogan that is permeating 

more and more of daily life – and this might be happening 

unnoticed by some. When the last time you heard people is 

talk about, see them use, or read about Facebook, Google, 

Apple, IBM, Microsoft, or Twitter? Probably relatively 

recently – those firms represent just a small percentage of the 

growing number of companies that are entering the Big Data 

arena. These firms include the traditional technology 

heavyweights (Google, IBM, Microsoft), but this also 

includes the new breed of social media firms (Twitter and 

Facebook).  

 

But what does this have to do with you? What does Big Data, 

and all the analytic and marketing possibilities that go hand-

in-hand with it, really have to do with you and your day-to-

day personal financial life? The answers might surprise you – 

Big Data and your personal financial life have a lot to do with 

each other. From where you shop, to where you go to eat, 

what you buy, when you buy, what you post online, where 

you work, and what you do in your free time, Big Data is 

intertwined with your personal financial life. 

 

 

Here the link to my weekly podcast - The Weekly Roundup 

11/9/2013 

 

Weekly Roundup 11/9/2013 
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Contact - A Fresh Pair of Eyes 

Feel free to reach out with your 

comments/suggestions or questions. 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 
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INVESTING TIP/DEFINITION 
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How to Harness Big Data 

 

Big Data is changing the way that the world does business. 

There is simply so much information that is digitally recorded 

about every single person in the marketplace today that it 

would be unwise to ignore it. Firms can aggregate, sort, and 

search this data in order to form new marketing strategies, 

targeted advertisements, and a plethora of other tools that can 

make their business resources do more for them. Why should 

you treat this as anything but an opportunity to improve your 

personal brand?  

 

As we discussed last week, building a personal brand is more 

important than ever before – it helps enable you to stand out 

from the rest of the proverbial pack in both the job market and 

in your chosen industry. Standing out in this manner can help 

you command better positions, better pay & benefits, and 

prestige – so how do you harness Big Data and put it to work 

for you? 

 

1) Create Content  

2) Keep the content up to date  

3) Distribute the content via as many digital mediums 

as possible  

 

If done consistently over time, these ideas and strategies will 

help you develop a personal brand as a subject matter expert 

(sme) and/or thought leader. 

 

 

What do you think? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

   

 

 

Fresh Pair of Eyes Definition  

Big Data - Big data is a buzzword, or catchphrase, used to 

describe a massive volume of both structured and 

unstructured data that is so large that it's difficult to process 

using traditional database and software techniques. 

 

 
 

 

How strong is your brand? 

 
Let us know what you think, 

and it might become the topic of a 
blog post or follow up newsletter 

article. 
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What do you think? 
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How is Big Data created 

 

Big Data may sound like a term from a science fiction movie or 

a futuristic setting, but actually it is a relatively simple concept 

to understand. Every time you use something that is digitally 

recorded – credit card, online payments, online purchases, 

rewards points, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, or Internet 

searches – a data trail is created. The concept behind Big Data 

is to develop software that allows companies to turn this 

gigantic supply of raw information into actionable information.  

 

  

   

 

  

 

  

 
 

   
 
 
 
   

 

What Big Data means for you 

 

There are entire industries and firms that have grown around 

the concept of managing Big Data – Rackspace Hosting, 

Digital Realty Trust, DuPont Fabros Technology, and Equinix 

are just a small handful of the firms that have sprung up around 

this burgeoning industry. These, in addition to traditional 

technology companies that are moving aggressively into this 

field – this makes it more essential than ever to make sure that 

you are putting out the best image possible for yourself.  
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THE WEEK AHEAD 
Sean Stein Smith - MBA, CPA, CMA, CGMA 

 
 It is always good to recap and to analyze what happened during the past week, which is what I strive to do via the weekly 

roundup podcast (link to it is above).  In addition to analyzing what did happen, it is equally important to look forward to try to 

anticipate how the upcoming events of the week ahead could impact you and your money. That is the point of this column, which is 

broken down into domestic events, as well as the international events that could be of importance to your investments. 

 

Domestic  

Let us start our discussion with the news and economic activity that are 

on the agenda for the U.S. this week. 

Twitter will continue to dominate the headlines as the firm moves into its 

second week of being a publicly traded company. An important 

correlation that might be worth paying attention to is the relationships 

between Twitter, Facebook, and Tesla. All three (3) firm's are heavily 

slanted towards new technology or business models, and all have 

enormous potential. As always, however, potential eventually has to be 

transformed into sustainable profitability.  

Another story that might be worth monitoring this week is the continuing 

onslaught on financial institutions by regulators. Regulators are seeking 

over $800 million from Bank of America over questionable mortgages 

the firm in relation to Countrywide financial. 

As always, it is always important to pay attention to the underlying 

trends that connect the market news. 

Of course, there will be corporate news announced during the week as 

well, so keep your eyes open and check out the blog @ 

http://ssteinsmith.com/ for daily analysis! 

International  

A story that has not been receiving much media coverage in the United 

States, possibly because a lot of the action has been occurring in 

Brussels, is the debate over whether e-cigarettes should be regulated a 

medicinal products or not. An excellent article from the NY Times, 

found here, outlines the current situation and the potential market impact 

this could have. 

 

 

What do you think? 

 

Let me know if these tips were 

helpful 
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Excel Tip  

 

 Checking you work is essential no matter what 

field you are in, and if you have ever spent a lot of time 

working on different Excel files, you realize how easily 

some of the data can become transposed, entered in error, 

or otherwise incorrectly represented. But how can you 

easily check it, comparing multiple sheets without 

toggling back and forth? Go to the tab labeled View, click 

New Window, and then view Side by Side. Both sheets 

you have selected will appear on the screen and you will 

be able to check both at once. Voila!  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Budget Tip  

Instead of always crunching numbers, here are a few ideas that 

can help you get your personal financial plan in better shape 

 

1) Find a budget partner to help motivate you, and hold 

you accountable!  

2) Set up a system, i.e., write it down and track it 

3) Pay attention to your impulse expenditures, i.e., eating 

out, binge shopping, or 2 a.m. infomercial shopping  

 

Simple steps, but these can really add up and set you up for 

greater personal financial freedom 

 

 

  

 

http://www.cnbc.com/id/101185307


 

 If you like the newsletter, you 

might also enjoy the book. "A Fresh 
Pair of Eyes - Finance for the Young 
Investor" is available on both Amazon 

and in the Kindle Store.  

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Finance for the 

Young Investor  

 

And my new book - Personal Financial 

Planning 

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Personal 

Financial Planning 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes  

THE WEEKLY EDITION 
Feedback is Always Welcome! 

Feedback is the key to continuous improvement, so if there are any topics, themes, or stories you would like 

covered in the weekly newsletter, or if there is something you wish to know more about, please send an email to 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com.  

 

Thanks again for reading!  

 

Sean 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes 
Making Sense of Finance and 

Accounting 
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