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With the holidays looming ahead of us, and New Year's right 

around the corner, it is a time of year when many people 

begin to think about what they want to do better next year, 

improve on moving forward, and just be better. These are 

admirable goals and provide us with an excellent opportunity 

to tie together what we have been discussing over the past few 

weeks. Remember, a New Year's resolution is a wonderful 

thing, but without a plan to achieve it, the odds of it 

succeeding decrease dramatically.  

 

What better way to start off the New Year 2014 than with a 

plan to make yourself more marketable, more interesting, and 

more valuable? If that sounds like an impressive list, that's 

because it is. But, just because it is a challenging goal does 

not make it unobtainable in any way -- with preparation, 

consistent effort, and milestones along the way, these could 

be New Year's goals that you are able to reach and to use for 

many years going forward. 

 

Let’s get started 

 

Here the link to my weekly podcast - The Weekly Roundup 

11/30/2013 

 

Weekly Roundup 11/30/2013 
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Contact - A Fresh Pair of Eyes 

Feel free to reach out with your 

comments/suggestions or questions. 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://ssteinsmith.podomatic.com/entry/2013-11-30T08_00_47-08_00
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INVESTING TIP/DEFINITION 
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Bringing it all together 

 

Time management and developing a personal brand are two 

powerful tools that are available to everyone who is trying to 

improve their personal financial life and their overall quality 

of life. Especially when framed against New Year's 

resolutions, this is an perfect opportunity to discuss the power 

of bringing these topics together. Time management is 

absolutely essential for anyone trying to improve their 

financial life, and we have discussed some tips and tools in 

order to better maximize your valuable time. When 

combining these time management strategies with a goal of 

developing a personal brand, it becomes clear as to how these 

two topics and natural partners.  

 

By managing time effectively and by focusing on value-

adding strategies, it is possible to simultaneously develop a 

powerful personal brand. By blogging, reading, commenting 

on other blogs, making a YouTube channel, and other means 

of marketing yourself in time effective ways, it is possible to 

vastly improve the value that you bring to the marketplace. 

Learning more, doing more, and being able to earn more in 

the marketplace seems like a win-win situation. So, get 

started, plan it out, and you will be amazed at how much you 

are able to accomplish.  

 

One additional suggestion to assist with these ambitious goals 

is to form a team  - the support and complementary skill sets 

that can be generated by a team can help all of you advance to 

your goals faster and more efficiently.  

 

What do you think? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

   

 

 

Time,  Branding, & You  – Time management is an 

excellent thing, building a personal brand makes your more 

valuable to the market, and both of these  things can 

improve your financial life and your overall well-being. 

 

 

How strong is your personal 

brand? 
 

Let us know what you think, 
and it might become the topic of a 

blog post or follow up newsletter 
article. 

 
afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

What do you think? 
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   Time management  

 

 We have discussed how to start calculating how much 

your time is worth, what to do to in order to maximize your 

time, and some activities that can be undertaken to help turn 

your time into profitability and success. This dovetails perfectly 

with building a personal brand -- by utilizing time efficiently, it 

is much easier to create a personal brand. The synergy that 

these two activities create can pay positive dividends to your 

personal financial life.  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 
 

   
 
 
 
   

 

Brand development 

 

 Corporations spend millions of dollars in order to 

create, develop, and sustain brands. While it is not necessary to 

spend millions of dollars in order to create your personal brand, 

the brand is a powerful in your financial toolbox. Combining 

brand development projects with effective time management 

can facilitate the creation process and move you closer to your 

financial goals.  
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THE WEEK AHEAD 
Sean Stein Smith - MBA, CPA, CMA, CGMA 

 
 It is always good to recap and to analyze what happened during the past week, which is what I strive to do via the weekly 

roundup podcast (link to it is above).  In addition to analyzing what did happen, it is equally important to look forward to try to 

anticipate how the upcoming events of the week ahead could impact you and your money. That is the point of this column, which is 

broken down into domestic events, as well as the international events that could be of importance to your investments. 

 

Domestic  

Let us start our discussion with the news and economic activity that are 

on the agenda for the U.S. this week. 

With both Thanksgiving and Black Friday in the rear view mirror the 

focus of many analysts and market watchers is now squarely on the 

consumer, retail chains, and holiday spending patterns. A few of the less 

obvious items that might fly below the radar include the jobs report that 

is due out Friday morning, as well as car & truck sales that are both due 

out this week.  

Continued delays and glitches related to the Affordable Care Act rollout 

will certainly continue to deliver headline stories, but the real impact of 

these issues on the insurance carriers, and prospective participants, is yet 

to fully be seen.  

As always, it is always important to pay attention to the underlying 

trends that connect the market news. 

Of course, there will be corporate news announced during the week as 

well, so keep your eyes open and check out the blog @ 

http://ssteinsmith.com/ for daily analysis! 

International  

Two international stories that broke over this holiday weekend, and have 

not received much media coverage, are the fact that the Netherlands was 

stripped of its AAA credit rating by S&P, and the establishment of an air 

defense zone by the Chinese government. Both news events were 

discussed on my weekly podcast, and you can read articles on both 

events here and here.  

 

 

What do you think? 

 

Let me know if these tips were 

helpful 
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Budget Tip – Budget-Friendly Holidays 

 

 The holiday season is now fully upon us, but 

that is no reason to lose the excellent budget habits that 

have been developed year-to-date. Hosting brunches, 

using coupons, holding potluck holiday events, and 

taking advantage of the deals and discounts that are 

routinely offered by catering firms are just a few of the 

great ways to keep the holidays festive and budget-

friendly!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Excel Tip – Formatting shortcuts 

 

 Excel is a great tool, with many options and 

functionalities that can facilitate data presentation, 

analysis, and computation, but what happens if your file 

occupies multiple tabs? Renaming and color coding the 

sheets that are contained in the Excel workbook can be a 

great help in keeping your data organized -- simply right 

click the "Sheet 1" at the bottom of your Excel screen, 

select rename or tab color, and voila! Easy!  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

http://dawn.com/news/1059657/netherlands-loses-aaa-rating
http://www.cnn.com/2013/11/30/world/asia/china-japan-us-tensions/


 

 If you like the newsletter, you 

might also enjoy the book. "A Fresh 
Pair of Eyes - Finance for the Young 
Investor" is available on both Amazon 

and in the Kindle Store.  

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Finance for the 

Young Investor  

 

Personal Financial Planning 

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Personal 
Financial Planning 

 

And my new book - Stocks  

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Stocks for 

the Young Investor 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes  

THE WEEKLY EDITION 
Feedback is Always Welcome! 

Feedback is the key to continuous improvement, so if there are any topics, themes, or stories you would like 

covered in the weekly newsletter, or if there is something you wish to know more about, please send an email to 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com.  

 

Thanks again for reading!  

 

Sean 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes 
Making Sense of Finance and 

Accounting 
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