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The business of non-business  

 

Often the market seems to move in ways that are either seem 

contradictory to the business news of the day, or seem to be 

completely unrelated. These market movements, however, are 

very rarely completely random and if you research diligently 

enough you are usually able to uncover what the underlying 

story is. Individuals are obviously impacted by non-business 

news events – there has even been an entire newsletter 

dedicated to this topic! 

 

This week we will be looking at some of the different types of 

news events that can impact business and investment 

opportunities in general, as well as some examples of how 

these news events can be translated into actionable investing 

ideas. As if often stressed here, in the blog, and on the 

podcast, it is essential to remember that everything really is 

connected.  

 

Here the link to my weekly podcast - The Weekly Business 

Roundup 

 

Weekly Business Roundup 3/22/2014 
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Contact - A Fresh Pair of Eyes 

Feel free to reach out with your 

comments/suggestions or questions. 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://ssteinsmith.podomatic.com/entry/2014-03-22T11_39_06-07_00
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INVESTING TIP/DEFINITION 

SEAN STEIN SMITH - MBA, CPA, CMA, CGMA 

 

Bringing it all together 

 

 

Business does not operate in a vacuum – business operates 

within communities, local environments, and are owned, 

operated, and run by people. As “media” expands and grows 

into news areas, and as everyone has the technology to post 

pictures/videos directly to site like YouTube, it is even more 

essential for businesses to be aware of how they impact the 

environment that they operate in. In addition to direct 

economic impacts, the idea of human capital, i.e., the training 

and investment in highly skilled employees, has begun to 

gather more steam and become part of the overall 

“investment” strategy.  

 

Another angle that must be analyzed is the impact that geo-

political events, and environmental events can have on 

business operations.  Failure to comply with environmental 

regulations and mandates can result in fines, plant closures, 

and product recalls. Geo-political events, such as those 

occurring in the Crimean peninsula, have the potential 

dramatically impact business events throughout the region, as 

well around the world due to the global nature of business in 

the modern environment.  

 

As always, it is essential to not only watch the market 

headlines, but to also understand the stories that drive the 

headlines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

   

 

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes Definition 
Externality– an economic term that covers a 

straightforward topic -the impact that business has on the 

environment and community that it operates in – outside of 

just profit and loss.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Let us know what you think, 

and it might become the topic of a 
blog post or follow up newsletter 

article. 
 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

What do you think? 
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Political Impact 

 

 As the world has watched, and for the most part done 

little, the Russian Federation continues to the inexorable 

process of annexing the Crimean peninsula. Obviously, this has 

led to much debate regarding economic sanctions, asset freezes, 

and seize of assets by government on both sides of the issue. 

These events have the potential to impact business operations 

significantly.   

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 
 

   
 
 
 
   

 

Environmental Impact 

 

 What might come to mind first for many people are 

incidents such as the Exxon Valdez oil spill, or the BP oil deep 

well disaster, but there are numerous other types of 

environmental impacts of business. Everything from pollution, 

garbage disposal, the carbon footprint, and the health and safety 

of employees are all considerations that business must take into 

account.  
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THE WEEK AHEAD 
Sean Stein Smith - MBA, CPA, CMA, CGMA 

 
 It is always good to recap and to analyze what happened during the past week, which is what I strive to do via the weekly 

roundup podcast (link to it is above).  In addition to analyzing what did happen, it is equally important to look forward to try to 

anticipate how the upcoming events of the week ahead could impact you and your money. That is the point of this column, which is 

broken down into domestic events, as well as the international events that could be of importance to your investments. 

 

Domestic  

Let us start our discussion with the news and economic activity that are 

on the agenda for the U.S. this week. 

  

Warren Buffett's bracket challenge has been a bust for many, but that is 

not the market-moving story we will be discussing this week. A primary 

story moving this week is the decline in the appeal of dividend paying 

stocks in recent month -- during the aftermath of the financial crisis, and 

assisted by Q.E., dividend paying stocks took top billing as both a 

replacement for bonds, and an income generating source. Investors piled 

into these stocks, many of them household names -- Proctor & Gamble 

and Clorox are two of the most well known.  

The continued announcement of tapering, however, has continued to stir 

volatility in the marketplace both domestically and abroad. Following the 

Fed meeting, Janet Yellen's first as chairperson, the market reacted 

violently as she mentioned a potential interest rate hike within 6 months 

of the end of Q.E. The impact that both the comments made, and 

continued action by the Fed, will have on the marketplace will 

definitively be market-moving in the coming week.  

As always, it is essential to not only watch the market headlines, but to 

also understand the stories that drive the headlines.  

Of course, there will be corporate news announced during the week as 

well, so keep your eyes open and check out the blog @ 

http://ssteinsmith.com/ for daily analysis! 

International  

Crimea has been in the news over the last several months, as geo-

political tensions have continued to rise as the Russian Federation 

continues the formal annexation process of the Crimean peninsula. As 

political tensions have been continuing to rise, the direct economic cost 

to Russia has not, as of yet, received the same level of scrutiny. This 

week, however, revelations about the weak economy of Crimea and the 

dependence it has on the Ukraine have raised significant questions about 

this very topic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think? 

 

Let me know if these tips were 

helpful 

 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

Budget Tip – De-clutter your finances 

 

 Many, if not every, vendor/service provider you 

use has an option for paperless billing. By selecting this 

option you achieve several goals. First, you de-clutter 

your home. Second, you are being environmentally 

friendly. Third, by going paperless and automating, you 

reduce the likelihood of missing a payment. A win-win 

all around.  

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Excel Tip – Add Hyerlinks 

 

 Business data and information can change by 

the minute, and so it is essential that your spreadsheets 

and working papers reflect this reality, but if you have to 

manually update every piece of information, how will you 

ever be able to do anything else? Hyperlinks are a great 

way to give “real-time” information to your report, but 

manually right-clicking hitting insert hyperlink can be 

tedious. Use CTRL + K instead to skip right to the 

hyperlink insertion window. Easy!  

 

 



 

 If you like the newsletter, you 

might also enjoy the book. "A Fresh 
Pair of Eyes - Finance for the Young 
Investor" is available on both Amazon 

and in the Kindle Store.  

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Finance for the 

Young Investor  

 

Personal Financial Planning 

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Personal 
Financial Planning 

 

And my new book - Stocks  

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Stocks for 

the Young Investor 

 

 

 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

 
A Fresh Pair of Eyes  

THE WEEKLY EDITION 
Feedback is Always Welcome! 

Feedback is the key to continuous improvement, so if there are any topics, themes, or stories you would like 

covered in the weekly newsletter, or if there is something you wish to know more about, please send an email to 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com.  

 

Thanks again for reading!  

 

Sean 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes 
Making Sense of Finance and 

Accounting 
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