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Education is key 

 

Virtually every day of the year, A Fresh Pair of Eyes strives 

to bring you common sense, real-world information and ideas 

about the world of finance that both impact your everyday life 

and give you the resources to make the best possible 

decisions. The more information you have regarding finances 

and your personal financial situation, the better able you are 

to make the correct decisions – finance, after all, is all about 

decision making.  

 

Obviously, in order to make the best decisions possible, as we 

mentioned above, high-quality information is necessary. This 

is where, unfortunately, many people hit stumbling blocks 

and/or other obstacles in their journey to financial 

independence. With so much information at your fingertips 

via the internet, how is it possible to even know where to 

begin the search? The internet, as we all know, is full of so-

called experts who are simply trying to sell your something 

or, even worse, individuals who knowingly spread false 

information.  

 

How do you separate the good from the bad?  

 

Here's the link to my weekly podcast - The Weekly Roundup 

 

Weekly Business Roundup 3/29/2014 
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Contact - A Fresh Pair of Eyes 

Feel free to reach out with your 

comments/suggestions or questions. 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 
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Delete box or place a caption here. 

Delete box or place 

 special news here,  

such as call-out text. 

 Consider including customer 

testimonials or information 

 about awards you’ve won. 

INVESTING TIP/DEFINITION 

SEAN STEIN SMITH - MBA, CPA, CMA, CGMA 

 

Bringing it all together 

 

 

The ability to gather data, interpret it, and translate the 

information into actionable ideas is a cornerstone of any 

investing and/or business strategy. Especially in the age of 

Big Data, the ability of individuals and organizations to make 

data work for them is a critical step in the decision making 

process. Unfortunately, the sheer amount of information that 

is available for consumption can be overwhelming if not gone 

through carefully? 

 

How do you decide which data sources to use? 

 

While Wikipedia or your favorite blog might be your daily 

source of celebrity gossip, sports news, or random bits of 

trivia, when it comes to financial information and education, 

it is important to use high-quality secondary sources. Primary 

sources, such as doing the research yourself, can too 

expensive and time consuming to be practical, so secondary 

sources are the most practical source. As mentioned 

previously, some of the best-known news sources are 

secondary sources, but it is always good to have a rich variety 

of information sources. 

 

Just because you do not agree with it 100%, does not mean 

that their viewpoint is 100% wrong.  

 

As always, it is essential to not only watch the market 

headlines, but to also understand the stories that drive the 

headlines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

   

 

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes Definition 
Objective Information– four our purposes, this is the 

keystone on which the rest of your financial education and 

information gathering must be built.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Let us know what you think, 

and it might become the topic of a 
blog post or follow up newsletter 

article. 
 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

What do you think? 
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Secondary Data 

 

 This is what comes to mind most frequently when 

people think of research and/or information. What secondary 

data means, in essence, is that the actual information (data) 

being analyzed was not assembled by you (this would be 

primary data). This does not, by any definition, indicate that 

secondary information is of low quality. See above for some 

well-known examples of secondary data.  

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 
 

   
 
 
 
   

 

Secondary Data Sources  

 

 Some of the best-known news sources in the world 

are considered to be secondary sources. The Economist, the 

BBC, CNBC, Bloomberg, and even the New York Times are all 

secondary data sources that are used by retail investors (you 

and me), as well as institutional investors such as hedge funds  
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THE WEEK AHEAD 
Sean Stein Smith - MBA, CPA, CMA, CGMA 

 
 It is always good to recap and to analyze what happened during the past week, which is what I strive to do via the weekly 

roundup podcast (link to it is above).  In addition to analyzing what did happen, it is equally important to look forward to try to 

anticipate how the upcoming events of the week ahead could impact you and your money. That is the point of this column, which is 

broken down into domestic events, as well as the international events that could be of importance to your investments. 

 

Domestic  

Let us start our discussion with the news and economic activity that are 

on the agenda for the U.S. this week. 

  

Several of the most dominant headlines that poised to dominate the 

market conversation this week coming up touch on several different areas 

of the marketplace. From tech, to IPO's, to automotive news this 

upcoming week is sure to be full of news that can impact both the 

financial markets, as well as your personal financial situation. First, the 

IPO of King, the firm responsible for the hit game Candy Crush debuted 

this week, and promptly suffered double digit percentage losses as 

investors pummeled the stock. Could this be the sign of the social media 

craze that has dominated the marketplace since the Faceboook IPO be 

beginning to fade? 

 

Tesla reached an agreement with New York lawmakers that will enable 

the electric car maker to continue to sell its vehicles directly to 

consumers and to bypass traditional dealer networks, at least for the time 

being. In another auto story, BMW announced that it will invest $1 

billion in US locations -- this is the merely the latest in a long string of 

foreign- owned car makers investing heavily in U.S. manufacturing 

capacity.  

As always, it is essential to not only watch the market headlines, but to 

also understand the stories that drive the headlines.  

Of course, there will be corporate news announced during the week as 

well, so keep your eyes open and check out the blog @ 

http://ssteinsmith.com/ for daily analysis! 

International  

Blackberry, often thought of as an American icon, but actually a symbol 

of Canadian business pride, is heavily investing in leveraging the 

technical security expertise that has helped Blackberry evolve into the 

phone of choice for governmental and other classified work into an entire 

business segment in and of itself. It remains to be seen if the firm can 

successfully achieve this transformation.  

.  

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think? 

 

Let me know if these tips were 

helpful 

 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

Budget Tip  - Spring Clean your finances 

 

 Spring cleaning does not have to just be for your 

windows and yards. Spring time is an excellent 

opportunity to clean out your personal finances. Update 

your beneficiaries, automate your deposits from checking 

to savings, make sure that your bill paying system 

(whatever it may be) is not unnecessarily complicated.  

These checks and processes may only take 5-10 minutes, 

but could end up saving you aggravation, paperwork, and 

even money down the road.  

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Excel Tip – Insert Screenshot 

 

 Screenshots have long been a staple of office 

life. By hitting CTRL + the Print Screen key, you are able 

to capture the image on the screen, and by pasting it into 

your document you are able to place it however you want, 

wherever you want. However, in Excel 2010 there is a 

feature that cuts that process down – simply click the 

Insert tab, and all of your open screen will appear. Click 

the one you need, and it automatically populates. Easy!  

 

 



 

 If you like the newsletter, you 

might also enjoy the book. "A Fresh 
Pair of Eyes - Finance for the Young 
Investor" is available on both Amazon 

and in the Kindle Store.  

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Finance for the 

Young Investor  

 

Personal Financial Planning 

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Personal 
Financial Planning 

 

And my new book - Stocks  

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Stocks for 

the Young Investor 

 

 

 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

 
A Fresh Pair of Eyes  

THE WEEKLY EDITION 
Feedback is Always Welcome! 

Feedback is the key to continuous improvement, so if there are any topics, themes, or stories you would like 

covered in the weekly newsletter, or if there is something you wish to know more about, please send an email to 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com.  

 

Thanks again for reading!  

 

Sean 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes 
Making Sense of Finance and 

Accounting 
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