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Emerging vs. Developed vs. Frontier 
 

Virtually everyone has heard of the term emerging markets, 

and probably the same high percentage of people have heard 

of the term BRICs. An acronym for Brazil, Russia, India, and 

China, this phrase has dominated the international investing 

community since its introduction in the 1990s. Symbolizing 

the rise of emerging markets and the growing influence that 

these countries were poised to have, international investing, 

outsourcing, and expanding into these markets dominated the 

1990s and early 2000s. 

 

Recently, however, in light of slowing growth, as well as 

rising geopolitical tensions in the BRIC economies, investors 

have begun to re-allocate portions of funds once earmarked 

exclusively for BRIC investment. The so-called frontier 

markets, which include many Southeast Asian economies and 

Africa, have begun to attract more and more attention from 

the investing community. Many have speculated that these 

markets hold much of the same promise the BRIC markets 

did 20-30 years ago, but with these opportunities also come 

increased levels of risk.  

 

Let’s take a look at what exactly this means.  

 

 

Here the link to my weekly podcast - The Weekly Business 

Roundup 

 

Weekly Business Roundup 4/19/2014 
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Contact - A Fresh Pair of Eyes 

Feel free to reach out with your 

comments/suggestions or questions. 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 
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INVESTING TIP/DEFINITION 

SEAN STEIN SMITH - MBA, CPA, CMA, CGMA 

 

Bringing it all together 

 

Concepts like BRIC markets and frontier markets might seem 

like faraway topics, as they relate to personal finances and 

other events that can impact your personal financial life, but 

this is far from the truth. While frontier markets might be 

attracting significant attention from institutional investors, 

hedge funds, and private equity groups recently, there is a 

definite impact that these investment trends can have on your 

personal financial situation. Let’s look at an example for 

illustrative purposes: 

 

Large investors invest money in Nigeria (now the largest 

economy in Africa), and bring oil and natural gas industries in 

that nation up to international standards. These investments, 

and subsequent increases in production and distribution, 

provide Western Europe with an alternative to Russian oil & 

gas, and introduce a new counter-weight to the pricing power 

of OPEC.  

 

What this means for you? Possible lower gas prices and a 

more stable geo-political environment for investing purpose; 

it is important to remember that everything is connected, even 

terms as frontier markets and real-world impacts such as 

gasoline prices.  

 

As always, it is essential to not only watch the market 

headlines, but to also understand the stories that drive the 

headlines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

   

 

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes Definition 
Developed Markets – Probably the most basic and easy 

idea to understand, developed markets that are often 

referred to in the media include the U.S., Western Europe, 

and Japan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Let us know what you think, 

and it might become the topic of a 
blog post or follow up newsletter 

article. 
 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

What do you think? 
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BRIC markets 

 

 An acronym for Brazil, Russia, India, and China, these 

four markets were thought by many to take the mantle of 

economic leadership from the developed markets in the 

beginning of the 21
st
 century. The economic impact of these 

economies, even with recent economic uncertainty and 

geopolitical tensions, has been profound, but many market 

analysts estimate slowing growth for all of these BRIC nations 

moving forward.  

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 
 

   
 
 
 
   

 

Frontier Markets 

 

 Non-traditional reporting has exploded in both 

importance and volume during the last decade. Spurred by 

financial crises, corporate malfeasance, and other negative 

headlines, other stakeholders and business partners have begun 

to demand more information from business regarding financial 

and operational performance. This trend has the potential to 

reshape the entire reporting profession.  
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THE WEEK AHEAD 
Sean Stein Smith - MBA, CPA, CMA, CGMA 

 
 It is always good to recap and to analyze what happened during the past week, which is what I strive to do via the weekly 

roundup podcast (link to it is above).  In addition to analyzing what did happen, it is equally important to look forward to try to 

anticipate how the upcoming events of the week ahead could impact you and your money. That is the point of this column, which is 

broken down into domestic events, as well as the international events that could be of importance to your investments. 

 

Domestic  

Let us start our discussion with the news and economic activity that are 

on the agenda for the U.S. this week. 

  

There are several stories that have broken over this Easter-shortened 

week that truly have the potential to be market movers. Wal-Mart, the 

world's largest retailer, is marking a foray into the money transfer 

business, and this could pose a serious threat to traditional money 

transfer firms such as Western Union. Alibabe, the Chinese e-commerce 

giant, shocked the market with stupendous growth in both revenue and 

earnings, which has led to even more speculation around its pending IPO, 

as well as the impact this will on Yahoo. Finally, LinkedIn celebrates 300 

million users, which begs the question -- which social media has the most 

influence after all.  

As always, it is essential to not only watch the market headlines, but to 

also understand the stories that drive the headlines.  

Of course, there will be corporate news announced during the week as 

well, so keep your eyes open and check out the blog @ 

http://ssteinsmith.com/ for daily analysis! 

International  

Conflict between the Russian Federation and the West over Eastern 

Ukraine has once again boiled over this week, with the Ukrainian 

government in Kiev launching a full-fledged counter terrorist campaign 

to retake towns, airstrips, and government buildings that have been 

seized by separatists. The rising tensions and conflict have the potential 

to plunge the E.U. into a full-fledged economic (or even shooting) way 

with Russia over these actions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think? 

 

Let me know if these tips were 

helpful 
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Budget Tip – Water Savings 

 

 The summertime is a wonderful time of year for 

many people. Vacations, time off from work, barbecues, 

time with friends and family, as well as entertaining in 

your backyard/pool, are all staples of summertime. All of 

that watering – from the pool, to the lawn, plants and 

other decorative shrubs, can add up. By watering in the 

morning and/or early evening, you reduce the amount of 

water that is immediately evaporated. Simple, and budget 

friendly – stretching those water bucks 

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Excel Tip – Excel Shortucts 

 

 The next time you need to select an entire 

worksheet, click the little gray box in the top-left corner 

of the sheet. It's the space above the row numbers and to 

the left of the column letters. With the entire worksheet 

selected, you can copy it from one workbook (XLS file) 

and then paste it into a worksheet in a different 

workbook. Selecting the whole worksheet ensures you 

won't accidentally miss something 

 

 

 



 

 If you like the newsletter, you 

might also enjoy the book. "A Fresh 
Pair of Eyes - Finance for the Young 
Investor" is available on both Amazon 

and in the Kindle Store.  

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Finance for the 

Young Investor  

 

Personal Financial Planning 

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Personal 
Financial Planning 

 

And my new book - Stocks  

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Stocks for 

the Young Investor 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes  

THE WEEKLY EDITION 
Feedback is Always Welcome! 

Feedback is the key to continuous improvement, so if there are any topics, themes, or stories you would like 

covered in the weekly newsletter, or if there is something you wish to know more about, please send an email to 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com.  

 

Thanks again for reading!  

 

Sean 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes 
Making Sense of Finance and 

Accounting 
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