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Seasonal Investing 

 

The warm weather finally appears to be here in earnest – it is 

as if the Kentucky Derby served as a kickoff to the beginning 

of warmer weather. With changing seasons come additional 

changes in the marketplace from unemployment data, housing 

starts, travel statistics, and all of the revenue and costs that are 

associated with those items. Additionally, as much as the 

country was impacted economically during the polar vortex, 

the warm weather also has an impact on the economy, 

although in a slightly different manner.  

 

Obviously, there are companies that do larger chunks of 

business in the summer, such as amusement parks, but there 

are also industries that might not immediately come to mind. 

Movie chains and entertainment firms, for example, debut 

some of their most lucrative and high-grossing films during 

the summer season. Other industries and firms that might 

benefit from warmer weather are utilities, outdoor camping 

equipment firms, RV firms, and companies that sell sporting 

equipment.  

 

A lot more than “May flowers!”  

 

 

Here the link to my weekly podcast - The Weekly Business 

Roundup 

 

Weekly Business Roundup 5/10/2014 
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Contact - A Fresh Pair of Eyes 

Feel free to reach out with your 

comments/suggestions or questions. 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

@AFreshPair88 
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INVESTING TIP/DEFINITION 

SEAN STEIN SMITH - MBA, CPA, CMA, CGMA 

 

Bringing it all together 

 

Warm weather is often associated with backyard barbeques, 

vacations (either to the beach or to a vacation destination), 

and playing outdoor sporting activities. These are all great 

activities that bring friends and family closer during a time of 

year when the weather and people’s schedules are more 

conducive to such activities. There are also, however, a 

multitude of investment opportunities that are available 

during the warmer weather months for you to take advantage 

of during this period. Sporting equipment, travel expenses, 

vacation trips, and higher charges in both electricity and water 

impact your bottom line during the warmer months.  

 

There are investment opportunities that might help offset, or 

even mitigate altogether, the impact of these costs and 

expenses: 

 

1) Utilities – higher power usage may translate into 

higher earnings 

2) Travel – airlines and rental business benefit from 

increased travel during summer months 

3) Sporting equipment – every new glove, bat, or ball 

translates into more earnings for these firms  

4) Leisure – with more free time, restaurants, 

companies like Netflix, and other leisure firms stand 

to benefit from the increased downtime most people 

have.   

 

What do you think? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

   

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes Definition 
Seasonality – The adjustments that are made to economic 

figures in order to account for the differences in economic 

activity occurring during different times of the year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Let us know what you think, 

and it might become the topic of a 
blog post or follow up newsletter 

article. 
 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

What do you think? 
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Warm weather goods 

 

 This phrase is linked to the types of goods and 

services that benefit the most from warmer weather and the 

trends that accompany it. Water utilities, amusement parks, 

travel firms in general, outdoor equipment makers, sporting 

goods manufacturers, and professional sporting teams that 

depend on good weather to operate, are just a few examples of 

industries/organizations that can benefit from this trend.   

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 
 

   
 
 
 
   

 

Weather investing 

 

 There is often discussion of how investors can take 

advantage of trends regarding interest rates, inflation levels, 

and other macroeconomic trends, but very rarely does weather 

get a front row seat in the investing discussion. This is a 

mistake. Weather patterns, and the economic trends that they 

generate, can have profound impacts on the economy as the 

whole, the stock market, and your personal finances.  
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THE WEEK AHEAD 
Sean Stein Smith - MBA, CPA, CMA, CGMA 

 
 It is always good to recap and to analyze what happened during the past week, which is what I strive to do via the weekly 

roundup podcast (link to it is above).  In addition to analyzing what did happen, it is equally important to look forward to try to 

anticipate how the upcoming events of the week ahead could impact you and your money. That is the point of this column, which is 

broken down into domestic events, as well as the international events that could be of importance to your investments. 

 

Domestic  

Let us start our discussion with the news and economic activity that are 

on the agenda for the U.S. this week. 

  

Two of the biggest stories that might have flown under the radar during 

this past week, but still have the potential to have dramatic impact on the 

market moving forward, are related to Tesla and the U.S. Postal Service. 

Tesla disappointed with Q1 2014 results, which obviously impacted the 

stock price, and also raised the familiar questions about the viability of 

Tesla as a true automotive contender. How can the market value a firm at 

1/2 the value of GM when Tesla only sold approximately 7,000 cars 

during the quarter? The USPS continues to lose money to the tune of 

billions of dollars -- should the USPS be privatized with shares sold off 

like the Royal Mail Service in the U.K. 

As always, it is essential to not only watch the market headlines, but to 

also understand the stories that drive the headlines.  

Of course, there will be corporate news announced during the week as 

well, so keep your eyes open and check out the blog @ 

http://ssteinsmith.com/ for daily analysis! 

International  

The drama continues between Pfizer and Astra-Zeneca, within the 

context of the broader debate over U.S. tax regulations and the impact 

that these tax regulations have on business performance. As larger and 

larger firms consider relocating overseas (known as a tax inversion), the 

pressure for U.S. legislators to reform the tax code has increased. The 

impact that taxes have on the business environment will continue to 

evolve and influence the global business environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think? 

 

Let me know if these tips were 

helpful 

 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

Budget Tip – Landscape on a Budget 

 

 Landscaping can be a very large drain on your 

financial resources as you attempt to get the yard ready 

for spring and summertime entertaining, but it does not 

have to be. Using drought-resistant plants and perennials, 

watering selectively to maximize its effectiveness, and 

using potted plants and boxes to get the most out of your 

efforts are great ways to stretch the dollars your spend on 

your yard farther.   

 

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 
 
 

Excel Tip – Excel Shortcuts 

 

 If you like to keep your Excel workspace clean 

and efficient, you're probably mildly bothered that Excel 

always creates new workbooks with three sheets, when 

you probably only need one. Change Excel's default 

settings by going to the File menu, then General, and then 

adjust the settings under "When creating new 

workbooks." You can specify the default font and size, 

whether to open in normal or print-layout view, and the 

number of sheets to create. 

 

Voila!  

 

 



 

 If you like the newsletter, you 

might also enjoy the book. "A Fresh 
Pair of Eyes - Finance for the Young 
Investor" is available on both Amazon 

and in the Kindle Store.  

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Finance for the 

Young Investor  

 

Personal Financial Planning 

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Personal 
Financial Planning 

 

And my new book - Stocks  

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Stocks for 

the Young Investor 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes  

THE WEEKLY EDITION 
Feedback is Always Welcome! 

Feedback is the key to continuous improvement, so if there are any topics, themes, or stories you would like 

covered in the weekly newsletter, or if there is something you wish to know more about, please send an email to 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com.  

 

Thanks again for reading!  

 

Sean 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes 
Making Sense of Finance and 

Accounting 
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