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What is your niche? 
 

 

Among the various forms of social media (which actually 

may be making people less social), IMs, and email, it is easy 

to lose sight of the importance of effective communication. 

Communication is often seen as the responsibility of 

Marketing, PR, Investor Relations, or some other specialized 

sub-set of employees within an organization. This, however, 

is an inaccurate point of view – effective communication and 

communication skills are essential for business people of all 

levels and organizations of all sizes.  

 

In addition to the benefits of being able to communicate your 

ideas and strategies more effectively to co-workers, business 

partners, and customers/clients, there are applications that 

extend all the way from small business to the Fortune 100. 

Brand equity, reputation, and transparency are all concepts 

that any business (or person involved in business in any way) 

should be well aware of.  

 

Let’s look at some of the ways this can impact businesses. 

 

 

 

Here the link to my weekly podcast - The Weekly Business 

Roundup 

 

Weekly Business Roundup 5/3/2014 
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Contact - A Fresh Pair of Eyes 

Feel free to reach out with your 

comments/suggestions or questions. 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

@AFreshPair88 
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INVESTING TIP/DEFINITION 
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Bringing it all together 

 

Technical skills are undoubtedly important to any job. After 

all, you do have to know what you are doing in order to 

perform satisfactorily, but there is more to it than that. If you 

are unable to communicate your ideas effectively, how will 

anybody know you have them? Whether in-person, via 

written communication, face-to-face via Skype, or by means 

of some other kind of technology, it is imperative that you are 

able to clearly articulate your positions.  

 

Some strategies and tips that you can use to try to improve 

your communication, as well as the impact that it has on the 

listeners, are as follows: 

 

1) Avoid technical jargon – you might know what it is, 

but that does not mean anyone else does 

2) Keep it short – get to the point, and try to avoid 

rambling sentences 

3) Give them action points – give the reader something 

to walk away with and take with them 

4) Use numbers to illustrate your points – a picture is 

worth a thousand words, but numbers can be worth 

even more  

 

While not exhaustive, incorporating these ideas into your 

communications might very well result in more people 

listening to, and acting on, your ideas.  

 

What do you think? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

   

 

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes Definition 
Communication – The ability of an organization or 

business to effectively transmit ideas, strategies and/or 

concepts to external parties.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Let us know what you think, 

and it might become the topic of a 
blog post or follow up newsletter 

article. 
 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

What do you think? 
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Brand equity 

 

 A phrase covered in previous posts, podcasts, and 

newsletters, this concept cannot be over-valued. In addition to 

the sometimes fuzzy valuations assigned to brand equity, an 

incredibly important question can be  answered with strong 

brand equity. Why should we use your goods/services? What 

sets you apart from, literally, everyone else?  

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 
 

   
 
 
 
   

 

Transparency 

 

 In the age of Big Data, it is more important than ever 

before for businesses to be transparent in every aspect of their 

processes. Operationally, financially, and environmentally, 

there have been firms exposed for stretching the truth and/or 

blatantly lying. In addition to the loss in sales that occurs, and 

fines that are levied, there is the breaking of trust with 

customers that is incredibly difficult to repair.   

 

 

  

 

  

  
 
 

 



May 4, 2014    Issue #40 
 VOL # ISSUE # 
 

 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
Sean Stein Smith - MBA, CPA, CMA, CGMA 

 
 It is always good to recap and to analyze what happened during the past week, which is what I strive to do via the weekly 

roundup podcast (link to it is above).  In addition to analyzing what did happen, it is equally important to look forward to try to 

anticipate how the upcoming events of the week ahead could impact you and your money. That is the point of this column, which is 

broken down into domestic events, as well as the international events that could be of importance to your investments. 

 

Domestic  

Let us start our discussion with the news and economic activity that are 

on the agenda for the U.S. this week. 

  

In a deluge of corporate earnings and other news stories this week, it 

might be difficult to discern which stories are the most important and 

have the potential to impact the market going forward. Ford has named a 

new CEO, Berkshire Hathaway is holding its annual shareholder meeting 

this weekend (with the big topic of discussion being succession planning 

for when Warren Buffet retires), and the ongoing M&A activity in the 

pharmaceutical industry continue to dominate the headlines. The most 

current bid from Pfizer, for over $106 billion, was rejected yesterday by 

the Board of Astra-Zeneca within a few hours of delivery. All of these 

stories, and their implications, certainly have the potential to impact the 

market moving forward.   

As always, it is essential to not only watch the market headlines, but to 

also understand the stories that drive the headlines.  

Of course, there will be corporate news announced during the week as 

well, so keep your eyes open and check out the blog @ 

http://ssteinsmith.com/ for daily analysis! 

International  

Ukraine continues to dominate the international news scene. Military 

forces from the Western portion of the country continued their military 

assault on separatists in the Eastern portion of the country. In response to 

that, Vladimir Putin issued several statements deploring the use of force 

and raised the possibility of military intervention. To escalate this 

situation even further, there was a proposal floated by the government in 

Kiev to institute a mandatory military draft. Tensions rising indeed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think? 

 

Let me know if these tips were 

helpful 
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Budget Tip – Party on a Budget 

 

 Parties, barbeques, and other activities are very 

popular as the weather becomes warmer and warmer, but 

entertaining can get expensive. By having each person 

bring a food and/or drink item you ensure that there is 

something that everyone will like and keep costs down. 

Go fire up that barbeque without singeing your budget.  

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Excel Tip – Excel Shortcuts 

 

 Auto-sum is an excellent Excel tool, but it can 

be cumbersome to auto-sum columns that are 

exceptionally tall or spread to different panes. “ALT + =” 

has the same effect and is a much quick way to auto-sum 

amounts and keep your project moving forward.  

 

Voila!  

 

 



 

 If you like the newsletter, you 

might also enjoy the book. "A Fresh 
Pair of Eyes - Finance for the Young 
Investor" is available on both Amazon 

and in the Kindle Store.  

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Finance for the 

Young Investor  

 

Personal Financial Planning 

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Personal 
Financial Planning 

 

And my new book - Stocks  

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Stocks for 

the Young Investor 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes  

THE WEEKLY EDITION 
Feedback is Always Welcome! 

Feedback is the key to continuous improvement, so if there are any topics, themes, or stories you would like 

covered in the weekly newsletter, or if there is something you wish to know more about, please send an email to 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com.  

 

Thanks again for reading!  

 

Sean 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes 
Making Sense of Finance and 

Accounting 
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