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Literacy  

 

 

Literacy is generally interpreted to mean the level of 

understanding a person has of the written word in their 

language, i.e., can the person read and understand at an 

appropriate level. With globalization and the distribution of 

information to more people, in more ways, than ever before, 

this measure of literacy has improved dramatically. There is 

still  much work to be done, however, and a large percentage 

of this work has to do with what I like to refer to as 

specialized literacy.  

 

More to the point -- financial literacy.  

 

Finance, financial decisions, and the ability to make them 

accurately are cornerstones of modern life, but how well do 

most people make them? Judging purely by the conversations, 

questions, and debates taking place at every level of society, 

both in our country and abroad, they seem to indicate that 

there is a lack of financial literacy out there. 

 

Finance can difficult, tedious, and hard to understand and use 

– but it does not have to be.   

 

 

Let’s get started.  

.  

Here the link to my weekly podcast - The Weekly Business 

Roundup 

 

Weekly Business Roundup 6/21/2014 
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Contact - A Fresh Pair of Eyes 

Feel free to reach out with your 

comments/suggestions or questions. 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

@AFreshPair88 
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INVESTING TIP/DEFINITION 
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Bringing it all together 

 

Finance is an critical component of modern life, and it 

impacts virtually every major decision that people make. A 

few examples of the major life decisions that are heavily 

impacted by your financial position.  

 

Marriage  

Buying a home 

Buying a car 

College 

Retirement 

 

Financial literacy, as defined by A Fresh Pair of Eyes, is a 

straightforward concept. Financial literacy (FL) is the ability 

to read, understand, and implement financial news, tips, and 

strategies into your own personal financial life. The goal of A 

Fresh Pair of Eyes is to provide you with actionable ideas and 

strategies that you can immediately begin to use -- not fancy 

trading programs, or language that no one can understand, but 

rather common sense, no nonsense information, presented in a 

way that can be used by anybody who reads, listens, or visits 

in any way A Fresh Pair of Eyes. 

 

What do you want to hear about next?   

 

Let us know!  

 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

@AFreshPair88 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

   

A Fresh Pair of Eyes Definition 
Literacy– The most concise definition could be as follows. 

How well a person reads, understands, and uses the written 

information presented to them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Let us know what you think, 

and it might become the topic of a 
blog post or follow up newsletter 

article. 
 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

What do you think? 
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Financial Literacy 

 

In a world where information is literally at our fingertips, there 

is no excuse for being financially illiterate. Through your 

laptop, smartphone, tablet, or public library (and don’t forget 

TV), there is an abundance of financial information available 

for free. Information, however, is just one part of the equation.  

Using and implementing this information is the second and 

more important step.  

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 
 

   
 
 
 
   

 

Implementation 

 

 Using information and integrating it into your 

personal financial life is the second stage in financial literacy. 

Obviously not everything you come across, hear about, or read 

is going to be immediately useful. Using the financial 

information that is widely available does not have to happen all 

at once. Piece by piece, and step by step, you can integrate 

some of the tips and strategies    
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THE WEEK AHEAD 
Sean Stein Smith - MBA, CPA, CMA, CGMA 

 
 It is always good to recap and to analyze what happened during the past week, which is what I strive to do via the weekly 

roundup podcast (link to it is above).  In addition to analyzing what did happen, it is equally important to look forward to try to 

anticipate how the upcoming events of the week ahead could impact you and your money. That is the point of this column, which is 

broken down into domestic events, as well as the international events that could be of importance to your investments. 

 

Domestic  

Let us start our discussion with the news and economic activity that are 

on the agenda for the U.S. this week. 

G.E. has been in talks with the French government, as well as the 

management team of power/energy company Alstom, for several months. 

After fending off a bid from Siemens, and a combined bid from 

Mitsubishi and Siemens, it appears G.E. is poised to be declared the 

winner of the bidding war. In a twist, however, the French government 

has purchased a 205 stake in Alstom, announced on Friday. In effect, 

G.E. is now going into business with the French government -- this will 

certainly be a point to consider as G.E. mulls this offer.  

As always, it is essential to not only watch the market headlines, but to 

also understand the stories that drive the headlines.  

Of course, there will be corporate news announced during the week as 

well, so keep your eyes open and check out the blog @ 

http://ssteinsmith.com/ for daily analysis! 

International  

Fighting continues to intensify as Shiite militants, heavily armed, are 

massing in response to the continued advances of ISIS, as it continues to 

disrupt, undermine, and create chaos within the nation. Vladimir Putin, in 

a show of regional power, pledged full support to the incumbent in 

Baghdad, ordered 65,000 Russian troops to partake in a full-scale 

military drill, and placed the entire military on high-alert. Tensions ill 

undoubtedly continue to rise in this ara of the world as the week ahead 

continues to unfold.  

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think? 

 

Let me know if these tips were 

helpful 

 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

Budget Tip – Vacation Destinations 

 

 We have been discussing for the last several 

months some of the ways that you can prepare your home 

and budget for the summertime season, and with the 

passing of this weekend, summer has officially arrived. 

Tourist traps are inevitably a part of traveling, both 

domestically and internationally, but that is no excuse to 

fall victim to one. Several of the best-known tourist 

destinations also have great, budget-friendly options. 

Check out this week’s Budget Mondays for more.  
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Excel Tip – Excel Shortcuts 

 

 Pivot Tables are a cornerstone of Excel usage -- 

let's look at some of the most helpful shortcuts.  

 

Ctrl + 1 = format cells 

Ctrl + Shift + & = apply border seleccted 

Alt + h + ar = align right  

Ctrl + F3 = define a name  

F3 = paste a defined name  

 

 

 



 

 If you like the newsletter, you 

might also enjoy the book. "A Fresh 
Pair of Eyes - Finance for the Young 
Investor" is available on both Amazon 

and in the Kindle Store.  

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Finance for the 

Young Investor  

 

Personal Financial Planning 

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Personal 
Financial Planning 

 

And my new book - Stocks  

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Stocks for 

the Young Investor 

 

 

 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

 
A Fresh Pair of Eyes  

THE WEEKLY EDITION 
Feedback is Always Welcome! 

Feedback is the key to continuous improvement, so if there are any topics, themes, or stories you would like 

covered in the weekly newsletter, or if there is something you wish to know more about, please send an email to 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com.  

 

Thanks again for reading!  

 

Sean 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes 
Making Sense of Finance and 

Accounting 
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