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Timing is Everything 

 

 

The phrase often heard is that “timing is everything.”  

 

This is generally used to communicate the importance of 

arriving on time, leaving on time, or of arriving what is 

considered to be “fashionably” late. Timing is critical to the 

business world, obviously, but it also has a powerful impact 

on other aspects of society. Comedic timing, musical timing, 

and timing in competitive sports are all critical usages of 

timing and they demonstrate the impact that timing has on 

many activities.  

 

Time, or more specifically, how it is perceived, also has a 

profound impact on both the investing and business world. 

Depending on your orientation toward time, and especially 

the orientation that you bring to investing, the way that you 

invest, the criteria you use, and how you evaluate investing 

success will all be different.  

 

Time counts. 

 

Let's get started.  

.  

Here the link to my weekly podcast - The Weekly Business 

Roundup 

 

Weekly Business Roundup 6/8/2014 
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Contact - A Fresh Pair of Eyes 

Feel free to reach out with your 

comments/suggestions or questions. 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

@AFreshPair88 
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INVESTING TIP/DEFINITION 

SEAN STEIN SMITH - MBA, CPA, CMA, CGMA 

 

Bringing it all together 

 

 

The quarterly earnings release, and the subsequent media 

frenzy that surrounds it, have long been a part of being a 

public company, but recently it appears (to many, including 

myself)  that this short-termism has been taken to an extreme. 

A quarter is 90 days , and if you are investing  in a firm with 

long product cycles (such as Boeing) or building your own 

personal brand/business, 90 days is really not a long amount 

of time. This short-term focus affects how managers grow and 

run the business, but also influences how investors evaluate 

the business itself. 

 

At a certain level, there is push-back growing -- less short-

term, and more long-term. This mindset is more akin to the 

mindset of a builder and/or explorer than to that of a 

traditional manager focused on cost-cutting and incremental 

growth. While controlling costs and continuously improving 

existing products and services are indeed important, there is 

also a need for the “big ideas” to keep the organization 

moving forward. These longer term ideas use capital, create 

jobs, create new markets, and deliver more valuable and 

innovative solutions to consumers. 

 

Seems like a win-win to me!  

 

.  

 

What do you think? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes Definition 
Timing – Being on time, using time effectively, and 

making the most of your time are essential keys to business 

success. This week, however, we will talk about how time 

impacts your business decision-making skills.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Let us know what you think, 

and it might become the topic of a 
blog post or follow up newsletter 

article. 
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What do you think? 
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Short termism 

 

 A phrase that has caught on in recent years, as some 

investors have become more and more concerned about the 

short-term goals and metrics that many companies are using the 

run businesses. With so much emphasis placed on corporate 

earnings and generating acceptable returns on assets, some 

investors are concerned that long-term planning and investment 

are suffering from neglect.  

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 
 

   
 
 
 
   

 

Long term 

 

  While this is obviously the opposite of short-term, the 

implications of understanding this difference are hard to 

overstate. Long term investors and investing require a different 

mindset that is arguably more concerned about market creation, 

growth, and experimentation than always meeting quarterly 

earnings.  
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THE WEEK AHEAD 
Sean Stein Smith - MBA, CPA, CMA, CGMA 

 
 It is always good to recap and to analyze what happened during the past week, which is what I strive to do via the weekly 

roundup podcast (link to it is above).  In addition to analyzing what did happen, it is equally important to look forward to try to 

anticipate how the upcoming events of the week ahead could impact you and your money. That is the point of this column, which is 

broken down into domestic events, as well as the international events that could be of importance to your investments. 

 

Domestic  

Let us start our discussion with the news and economic activity that are 

on the agenda for the U.S. this week. 

GM continues to generate controversy and headlines, and to draw the 

attention of the media, regulators, and consumers, all worried about the 

quality of the vehicles being produced by the firm. GM mistakenly sent 

recall notifications to some of the families of people who had been killed 

due to the defective ignition swath, which was only partially mitigated by 

a public apology from the organization. Additionally, an internal review 

has resulted in the firings of 15 people associated with the defective 

product. By some estimates, however, there are still more than 2 million 

unsafe GM cars on the road.  

As always, it is essential to not only watch the market headlines, but to 

also understand the stories that drive the headlines.  

Of course, there will be corporate news announced during the week as 

well, so keep your eyes open and check out the blog @ 

http://ssteinsmith.com/ for daily analysis! 

International  

Ireland is merely the most Eurozone economy to see improving signs in 

its economy, and these improvements could not have come at a better 

time. Still reeling for the political upheaval of the most current elections, 

in which Eurosceptic parties did very well, the incumbent governments 

(and the fabric of the EU itself) need to demonstrate the following to 

both the outside world and to each other. First, that the federal structure 

in place is flexible enough to meet shifting demands. Second, that the EU 

is stronger than it is apart. as the world's second largest economic area, 

these are not inconsequential questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think? 

 

Let me know if these tips were 

helpful 
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Budget Tip – Paint it up1! 

 

 With all the focus on backyard and outdoor 

entertaining, it might be easy to put interior touch-ups and 

cleanups on the back burner during this time of year. It is 

important not to forget, however, that the inside of your 

house, especially here in the Northeast, gets a lot more 

use than your outdoor spaces. A budget-friendly way to 

liven up a space is to 1) clean it, and 2) apply a fresh coat 

of paint.  

 

Maybe even an accent wall!  

 

 

 

 

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

Excel Tip – Excel Shortcuts 

 

 PowerPoints are the presentation material of 

choice for many firms, but much of information contained 

within the PowerPoint is from an Excel spreadsheet. How 

do you get the data to link from the Excel spreadsheet to 

your PowerPoint presentation? Simple enough the Data 

tab, and link your PowerPoint slides to your Excel 

workbooks. This keeps your PowerPoint up to date 

without cluttering it up.  

 

 



 

 If you like the newsletter, you 

might also enjoy the book. "A Fresh 
Pair of Eyes - Finance for the Young 
Investor" is available on both Amazon 

and in the Kindle Store.  

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Finance for the 

Young Investor  

 

Personal Financial Planning 

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Personal 
Financial Planning 

 

And my new book - Stocks  

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Stocks for 

the Young Investor 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes  

THE WEEKLY EDITION 
Feedback is Always Welcome! 

Feedback is the key to continuous improvement, so if there are any topics, themes, or stories you would like 

covered in the weekly newsletter, or if there is something you wish to know more about, please send an email to 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com.  

 

Thanks again for reading!  

 

Sean 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes 
Making Sense of Finance and 

Accounting 
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