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Taxes 

Expanding on a theme that we have discussed previously, the 

idea of getting your personal finances into good shape is of 

paramount importance. Exercising is great for the body, 

education is key for intellectual development, and the spring 

season is full of cleaning projects to help get your home ready 

for entertainment. In order to fully capitalize on the 

opportunities available to you, however, it is equally 

important to make sure your personal finances are in good 

shape as well.  

 

Almost everyone has a little more time during the summer 

season -- school is out, colleges are on summer hours, many 

offices work summer hours, and vacations are more frequent. 

Even if it is a mere 30 minutes a week to review your 

finances, dust off your pre-set payment plans, review your 

spending habits, and you might be surprised at what you 

discover!  

 

This week, we focus on 1) why is it important to get exercise 

your finances, and 2) some ways to make efficient progress.  

 

Here the link to my weekly podcast - The Weekly Business 

Roundup 

 

Weekly Business Roundup 5/24/2014 
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Contact - A Fresh Pair of Eyes 

Feel free to reach out with your 

comments/suggestions or questions. 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

@AFreshPair88 
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INVESTING TIP/DEFINITION 
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Bringing it all together 

 

Getting into shape, cleaning up, and making sure that 

everything is running on all cylinders are ideas that everyone 

can agree on. Every year, people exercise physically in order 

to help prep for beach season and vacations, clean their homes 

to prepare for entertaining and summer festivities, and tidy up 

(both inside and outside) to make sure that everything is 

working as it should.  

 

Why should your personal finances be exempt from this?  

 

Trimming the fat, in the form of unnecessary fees and 

charges, cleaning up your pre-set payment plans, and giving 

your overall banking/investing situation a thorough review 

should be an integral part of your summer fitness routine. 

When your money is in shape, lean and working hard, it is 

more able to work effectively for you. Whether it frees up 

extra bits of cash for you to invest or spend on more 

enjoyable activities, reduces the paperwork you have to do, or 

simply removes unnecessary clutter from your personal 

financial planning, the benefits of getting your money into 

shape are plentiful!  

 

So, go get in shape!  

.  

 

What do you think? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

   

 

 

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes Definition 
Spring Cleaning – If it's time for spring cleaning, and 

tidying up loose ends around the house and yard, why 

should this concept not apply to your personal finances?  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Let us know what you think, 

and it might become the topic of a 
blog post or follow up newsletter 

article. 
 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com 

What do you think? 
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Pre-set payments 

 

 Just like an exercise regimen needs to be updated, 

tweaked, and changed periodically to maximize effectiveness, 

you must periodically review your pre-set spending plans to 

make sure that you are maximizing their value. If, for example, 

you automatically pay your credit bill on the first of the month, 

even though it is not due until the 20
th
, you are costing yourself 

several weeks of interest on your money.  

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 
 

   
 
 
 
   

 

Cut the fat 

 

 Over time, little fees and charges might get added on 

to your various phone and cable bills, and in the hustle of day 

to day life, you might not notice the extra $5 bucks or so a 

month. That’s $60 a year, or depending on how much you 

drive, one or more tanks of gas! Periodically reviewing your 

financials might end up saving you some serious money!  
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THE WEEK AHEAD 
Sean Stein Smith - MBA, CPA, CMA, CGMA 

 
 It is always good to recap and to analyze what happened during the past week, which is what I strive to do via the weekly 

roundup podcast (link to it is above).  In addition to analyzing what did happen, it is equally important to look forward to try to 

anticipate how the upcoming events of the week ahead could impact you and your money. That is the point of this column, which is 

broken down into domestic events, as well as the international events that could be of importance to your investments. 

 

Domestic  

Let us start our discussion with the news and economic activity that are 

on the agenda for the U.S. this week. 

  

Domestic business news this week centers almost exclusively around 

topics causing significant debate. Timothy Geithner has published a book 

on the inner workings of his decision making during the financial crisis, 

and this has reignited the debate over whether his actions were in the best 

interest of the American people. Another author, Thomas Piketty, has 

come under attack from numerous critics regarding the validity of his 

work in his book, Capital in the Twenty-First Century, and Tesla (a 

company that stirs up strong feelings on both sides of the issue) has 

finalized a deal with Panasonic for battery production.   

As always, it is essential to not only watch the market headlines, but to 

also understand the stories that drive the headlines.  

Of course, there will be corporate news announced during the week as 

well, so keep your eyes open and check out the blog @ 

http://ssteinsmith.com/ for daily analysis! 

International  

Russia, Russia, Russia. The Russian Federation, under the leadership of 

Vladimir Putin, has managed to take pole position in the international 

news market, and has stayed there during the last several months. From 

continued, and increasingly violent unrest in Ukraine, to the St. 

Petersburg International Economic Forum that occurred this week, 

Russia is indeed making a push to re-assert itself on the global stage. Last 

but not least, a 30-year, $400 billion natural gas deal with China further 

cements the ties between the two nations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think? 

 

Let me know if these tips were 

helpful 
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Budget Tip – Lighting 

 

 Outdoor entertaining is extremely popular 

during the summer season. The long days, warm weather, 

and festive nature of the season lend themselves to 

outdoor gatherings. Eventually, however, nighttime does 

come, and lighting is critically important to keeping the 

party going. For some great DIY suggestions, check out 

this week’s Budget Mondays!  
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Excel Tip – Excel Shortcuts 

 

 Inserting hyperlinks is a great way to keep your 

information up to date, current, and relevant for decision-

making, but hyperlinks aren’t just for websites! Linking 

documents, PDF files, and other useful information to 

your Excel work can help keep it up-to-date, interesting, 

and relevant for the users of the information!  

 

Easy!  

 

 



 

 If you like the newsletter, you 

might also enjoy the book. "A Fresh 
Pair of Eyes - Finance for the Young 
Investor" is available on both Amazon 

and in the Kindle Store.  

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Finance for the 

Young Investor  

 

Personal Financial Planning 

 

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Personal 
Financial Planning 

 

And my new book - Stocks  

A Fresh Pair of Eyes - Stocks for 

the Young Investor 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes  

THE WEEKLY EDITION 
Feedback is Always Welcome! 

Feedback is the key to continuous improvement, so if there are any topics, themes, or stories you would like 

covered in the weekly newsletter, or if there is something you wish to know more about, please send an email to 

afreshpairofeyes88@gmail.com.  

 

Thanks again for reading!  

 

Sean 
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A Fresh Pair of Eyes 
Making Sense of Finance and 

Accounting 
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